
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Upper Nyack Board of Trustees held at

7:00 pm on Thursday, March 14, 2024 held as a hybrid meeting.

PRESENT Karen Tarapata Mayor
Michael Esmay Deputy Mayor
Alison Crowther Trustee
Jeffrey Epstein Trustee
Kennon Rothchild III Trustee

ALSO PRESENT Georgia Grandstaff Village Clerk
PO Niles Davies Clarkstown Police
Richard Fortunato Village Treasurer

ABSENT -

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

● Police Report (see recording).

● Treasurer Report (see attached).

● Set Public Hearing for 2024-25 Village Budget.

Motion to set a Public Hearing for the 2024-25 Village Budget made by Trustee
Epstein, seconded by Trustee Crowther, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Set Public Hearing for Zoning Code amendment.

Discussion: The Nyack Joint Fire District is looking into buying property in
Upper Nyack, but a fire house is not explicitly listed as an “accepted use” under



our Zoning Code. The Village is amenable to adding it to the Zoning Code and
will have a public hearing to make the decision.

Motion to set a public hearing for proposed Local Law # of 2024 to amend For
next regular made by Trustee Esmay, seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so
accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Approval of Village Assessor recommendations.

Motion to accept the recommendations made by the Village Assessor made by
Trustee Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Esmay, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Community Solar Discussion

Discussion: The Villages of Nyack and Upper Nyack Climate Smart Communities
Committee and Joule Assets wants to embark on a solar education campaign to
help residents navigate the solar opt in/opt out process. Peggy Kurtz, Co-chair of
the Climate Smart Communities Task Force, explained that this campaign will be
consolidating the billing process which has caused much confusion amongst
residents that have opted into community solar. The Board of Tustees needs to
pass a resolution to participate in this effort. The Board had a lengthy discussion
clarifying some questions about the program.

Motion that Nyack Climate Smart Communities Committee and the Upper Nyack
Climate Smart Communities Task Force will partner on a community solar
campaign in the Villages of Nyack and Upper Nyack made by Trustee Rothchild,
seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.



On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Eamay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Approval of minutes from January 18, 2024 regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees.

Motion to accept the minutes from the February 15th, 2024 regular meeting of the
Board of Trustees made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by Trustee Crowther, and
so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Accept gifts from Friends of River Hook.

Discussion: The Friends of River Hook would like to make several donations to
the Village of Upper Nyack adding up to $19,004.60 including two additional teak
benches, a play structure, and the reinstallation of the Still Here: Women of the
Ramapough Lenape Nation banners.

Motion to accept gifts from the Friends of River Hook, made by Trustee Esmay,
seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● 3rd Party Electrical Inspector.

Discussion: The Village received a request from Statewide Inspection services to
act as an approved agency for 3rd party electrical inspections for electrical work



conducted in the Village of Upper Nyack. They are licensed to work in Rockland
County. The board has already granted the Building Inspector power to approve
electrical inspectors.

● Approval of new Building Inspector position.

Discussion: The Board of Trustees must ratify the creation of the new full-time
Building Inspector position (to be filled at a later date) with a salary of
$60,000.00.

Motion to ratify the creation of the full-time Building Inspector position, made by
Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

Meeting Adjourned at 8:02 pm.

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, made by Trustee
Crowther, seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:
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