
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Upper Nyack Board of Trustees held at 

 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 14th, 2023 held as a hybrid meeting. 

PRESENT Karen Tarapata Mayor 
Alison Crowther Trustee 
Michael Esmay Deputy Mayor 
Jeffrey Epstein Trustee 
Kennon Rothchild III Trustee 

ALSO PRESENT  Georgia Grandstaff             Village Clerk 
PO Niles Davies Clarkstown Police 
Richard Fortunato Village Treasurer 
Michael Nolan  Code Enforcement 

ABSENT - 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

● Happy 100th Birthday to Village resident Geraldine Goumas! (see recording)

● Police Report (see recording).

● Code Enforcement Officer Report (see recording).

● Resident Concerns.

Discussion: Resident Kim Coons expressed her wishes for the Village to appeal the
ruling in a Village court case concerning the North River Shipyard. The mayor explained
that the Board needed to discuss the matter in executive session and still needed to make
a decision, but acknowledged the residents’ concerns.

● Treasurer Report (see attached).



 

Discussion: Village financials are looking good and the Village is awaiting grant 
reimbursement for 2022 projects. 

Motion to increase Medicare Part B reimbursement for Village of Upper Nyack 
retirees to $174.77 beginning January 1st made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by 
Trustee Crowther, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Approval of minutes from November 9, 2023 regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees

Motion to accept the minutes from the November 9, 2023 regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees made by Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee Esmay, and so 
accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay 
NOES: 
Abstain: Rothchild 

● Event approval for the 11th annual Snowflake Run on December 31, 2023.

Motion to approve the Nyack Ambulance Corps Snowflake Run on December 31, 
2023 made by Trustee Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Approval of 2024 Village Hall Holiday dates.



 

Motion to approve the 2024 Village Hall Holiday dates made by Trustee Esmay, 
seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Resolutions of approval for 2024 Village elections.

Motion that there will be no separate registration day for the Village Elections as 
per Election Law §15-118(3), made by Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee 
Rothchild, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

Motion that the polling place and time for the Village of Upper Nyack 2024 
Election, will be at the Old Stone Meeting House, 347 North Broadway, Upper 
Nyack, New York on Tuesday, March 19th, 2024 from 12 noon to 9:00 PM as per 
Election Law §15-104(3), made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by Trustee 
Rothchild, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Discussion of resolution for funding match for TAP grant (see attached resolution).

Discussion: The Village is applying for a transportation grant to put a sidewalk on 
lower Birchwood Avenue to help increase safety for children and parents walking to 
school. The grant would give us 80% of the cost (total cost for project is estimated at 
$694,284.00). A sidewalk on lower Birchwood is part of the Village Comprehensive 
plan. The Board of Trustees must agree to commit to match 20% of the funds from the 



 

grant. The NY Department of Transportation has submitted comments on the draft of the 
application and has asked that the Village commit to a larger amount ($175,000.00). 

Motion to approve resolution to match grant-funds up to 20% for the TAP grant, 
made by Trustee Esmay, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

Motion to approve resolution approving a higher grant-matching amount up to 
$175,000.00, made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so 
accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Executive Session.

Motion to enter into executive session at 7:30 pm to discuss pending legal 
matters, made by Trustee Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so 
accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

Motion to exit executive session at 8:05, made by Trustee Rothchild, seconded by 
Trustee Epstein, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 



 

● Resolution to proceed in Village legal case.

Motion to retain Hocherman, Tortorella & Wekstein to represent the Village of 
Upper Nyack in North River Shipyard v Village of Upper Nyack (035433/2022) 
and file a notice of appeal and to prepare and file a motion for re-argument as 
authorized by the Mayor, made by Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee 
Epstein, and so accepted. 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 

● Riverhook Policy Discussion.

Discussion: The Mayor discussed the need for a policy for the use of the River Hook
preserve (either by the Friends of River Hook or the public). The mayor distributed a
draft policy and adjourned the matter until the January meeting.

● Mayor’s Comments.

Discussion: The mayor reviewed the list of tasks that the Board had wished to accomplish
in 2023 and reported that almost all of them had been completed.

- Completed interior of the OSMH
- Completed the OSMH Plaza
- River Hook Path is half complete, parking area complete, Midland entrance is

cleaned up and spring house has been restored
- General Ordinance recodification is nearly complete
- Arbor Day event at River Hook and community input meeting
- Road resurfacing
- New Sweeper truck

Meeting Adjourned at  8:15 pm. 

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, made by Trustee 
Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Crowther, and so accepted. 



 

On Call for a Vote: 
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, Esmay, and Rothchild 
NOES: 
Abstain: 
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Resolution 

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF MATCHING FUNDS FOR TAP 
GRANT APPLICATION 

INTRODUCED BY: Trustee  Esmay
SECOND BY: Trustee  Epstein
AYES: Esmay, Rothchild, Epstein, Crowther, Tarapata NAYS: None 

WHEREAS, the Village of Upper Nyack Board of Trustees desires to submit a TAP grant application 
to secure funding for the installation of sidewalk on Lower Birchwood Ave., and 

WHEREAS, the grant, under the TAP grant program has a matching funds requirement of 20%, and 

WHEREAS, the Village has obtained an estimate of cost for the project in the amount of $694,284 
from the Village Engineer, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board authorizes the expenditure of funds 
in an amount of 20% of project costs, estimated at $138,857. 

I, Georgia Grandstaff, Village Clerk of the Village of Upper Nyack, do hereby certify that the above 
is true and an exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Village of Upper Nyack at a meeting of 
said board on December 14, 2023. 

December 15, 2023 
Georgia Grandstaff, Village Clerk 

mailto:village.clerk@uppemyack-ny.us
http://www.uppemyack-ny.us/
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