
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Upper Nyack Board of Trustees held at

7:00 pm on Thursday, June 15th, 2023 held as a hybrid meeting.

PRESENT Karen Tarapata Mayor
Michael Esmay Deputy Mayor
Jeffrey Epstein Trustee
Alison Crowther Trustee

ALSO PRESENT Georgia Grandstaff Village Clerk
Richard Fortunato Village Treasurer
PO Niles Davies Clarkstown Police

ABSENT - Kennon Rothchild III Trustee

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

● Police Report (see recording).

● Code Enforcement Officer Report (see recording).

● Treasurer Report (attached).

Motion to authorize payment due June 15th, 2023 for the public improvement
bond with the principal amount $95,000.00 and interest $33,221.88 made by
Trustee Esmay, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Zoning Inspector Report.

Discussion: The mayor read the Zoning Inspector’s report for March, April, and May as
follows:



March:We received 3 building permit applications (all approved) and issued three
Certificates of Occupancy.
Permit Fees collected: $2,290, Board Applications: $1,100
Total: $3,400
There was one initial application review for the Planning Board and Architectural Review
Board each.

April: We received 1 building permit application and issued one Certificate of
Occupancy.
Permit Fees collected: $3,479, Board Applications: $300
Total: $3,779
There was one initial application review for the Planning Board and Zoning Board of
appeals each.

May: We received 2 building permit applications (2 approved) and issued three
Certificates of Occupancy and one certificate of compliance.
Permit Fees Collected: $2,700.75, Board Applications: $300
Total: $3,000.75
There were two initial reviews for the Planning Board and one for the Zoning Board of
Appeals.
Violations and Orders to Remedy: 4
Stop Work Orders: 2
Zoning Inspections: 1

● Miscellaneous Appointments.

Discussion: Two appointments were mistakenly left off during the Village Board’s
Annual Meeting.

Motion to appoint Ellen Simpson as the alternate member to the Planning Board
and Trustee Epstein as a Village Bank Account signatory for one year made by
Trustee Esmay, seconded by Trustee Crowther, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Approve minutes from May 11th and May 18th meetings.



Motion to accept the minutes from the May 11th, 2023 meeting made by Trustee
Epstein, seconded by Trustee Crowther, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

Motion to accept the minutes from the May 18th, 2023 meeting made by Trustee
Crowther, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● River Hook Trailway bid discussion.

Discussion: The mayor read the bid opening results. The Village negotiated with the
lowest bidder to bring the project under budget ($300,000.00).

Motion to accept the bid for Riverhook Trailway Project from Belleville
Landscaping made by Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee Esmay, and so
accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Set public hearing for proposed Local Law #7 of 2023 amending the Parking Law.

Discussion: The Village of Upper Nyack Parking Law must be updated to include the
newly dedicated street (Badi Drive).



Motion to set a public hearing for proposed Local Law #7 of 2023 amending the
Parking Law for July 20th, 2023 made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by Trustee
Crowther, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Approval of Elmwood Playhouse scavenger hunt at River Hook Preserve.

Discussion: Elmwood Playhouse requested to have a scavenger hunt event at the River
Hook Preserve.

Motion to allow the Elmwood Playhouse to host a scavenger hunt event on the
River Hook Preserve pending proof of insurance made by Trustee Epstein,
seconded by Trustee Crowther, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Discussion of Tow Away Zone sign to school parking area.

Discussion: The board discussed the new “no parking” zone near the elementary school
and whether or not it should be a “tow away zone” as well. The board decided to monitor
the situation and revisit the topic later in the year.

● Discussion of new resident packet.

Discussion: Tabled until the next meeting.

● Accept gift from resident.

Discussion: Resident donated an ATV to the Village preserve (Friends of River Hook).



Motion to accept gift of a 2004 Yamaha Rhino from the Friends of River Hook
made by Trustee Crowther, seconded by Trustee Esmay, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

● Discussion of LWRP.

Discussion: The application for the grant to pay for a consultant is in the works - the
Village must find a new consulting firm to write the proposal.

● Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees made by Trustee
Crowther, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Crowther, Epstein, and Esmay
NOES:
Abstain:

Meeting Adjourned at 7:52 pm.
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