
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Upper Nyack Board of Trustees held at

7:00 pm on Thursday, February 16, 2023 held as a hybrid meeting.

PRESENT Karen Tarapata Mayor
Michael Esmay Deputy Mayor
Jeffrey Epstein Trustee
Kennon Rothchild III Trustee
Laurie Dodge Trustee

ALSO PRESENT Georgia Grandstaff Village Clerk
Dennis Letson Village Engineer
Noelle Wolfson Village Land Use Attorney
Christopher Kelly Clarkstown
Richard Fortunato Village Treasurer

ABSENT -

Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm.

● Police Report (attached).

● Code Enforcement Officer Report (attached).

● Treasurer’s Report (attached).

● Zoning Inspector Report.

Dennis Letson, Zoning Inspector, gave his report as follows: 3 building permit
applications processed, 1 CO application. Fees, permits, certificates, and land use board
applications totalled $2,962.00. 3 applications submitted to the Planning Board and 1 to
the Zoning Board of Appeals. No notices of violation and no zoning inspections have
been requested.

● Resident presentation (see recording).

A group of local residents living in the Van Houten neighborhood gave a presentation
regarding concerns with a property that is seeking a special permit.

● Approve minutes from January 12, 2023.



Motion to approve the minutes from the January 12, 2023 Special Meeting made
by Trustee Dodge, seconded by Trustee Rothchild, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Continuation of Public Hearing for Local Law #1 of 2023 amending the 2022 Zoning
Law of the Village of Upper Nyack.

Discussion: Noelle Wolfson, Village Land Use Attorney gave an overview of the
new amendments to the local Law. Residents Jill Sinnott, Adam Budgor, and Mort
Korn expressed their concerns about the new law regarding slope and site plan
review.

Motion to close public hearing on Local Law #1 of 2023 amending the 2022
Zoning Law of the Village of Upper Nyack made by Trustee Esmay, seconded by
Trustee Rothchild, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

Motion to adopt Local Law #1 of 2023 and waive the reading of the resolution
made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by Trustee Dodge, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Continuation of Public Hearing for Local Law #2 of 2023 repealing Village of Upper
Nyack General Ordinance 5.13.



Motion to close public hearing on Local Law #2 of 2023 repealing General
Ordinance 5.13 made by Trustee Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so
accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

Motion to adopt Local Law #2 of 2023 and waive the reading of the resolution
made by Trustee Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Continuation of Public Hearing for Local Law #3 of 2023 amending General
Ordinance 1.3.

Motion to close public hearing on Local Law #3 of 2023 amending General
Ordinance 1.3 made by Trustee Epsein, seconded by Trustee Dodge, and so
accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

Motion to adopt Local Law #3 of 2023 made by Trustee Epstein, seconded by
Trustee Dodge, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:



● Resolution to pay funds in excess of grants for River Hook pathway project.

Motion to pay funds in excess of grants for River Hook pathway project made by
Trustee Esmay, seconded by Trustee Dodge, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

● Introduction of Local Law #4 of 2023 amending the Parking Law.

Discussion: There are concerns about the narrow road near the elementary school during
pickup/dropoff times. A draft of this law will be introduced at the next meeting.

● Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees made by Trustee
Rothchild, seconded by Trustee Epstein, and so accepted.

On Call for a Vote:
AYES: Mayor Tarapata, Trustees Dodge, Epstein, Esmay and Rothchild
NOES:
Abstain:

Meeting Adjourned at 8:34 pm.
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